DISINTEGRATION OF THE EMPIRE
control of the Suez Canal and of the Red Sea route
to India have been seriously endangered by the
rise of Italy as the dominant power in the Eastern
Mediterranean. Egypt is now caught, as in a vice,
between Italian Libya in the west and Italian
Abyssinia in the east, and in due course a con-
script army of half a million "Black shirts", black
even without their shirts, will be ready to invade
hen To put it as mildly as possible, Italy will
always henceforth be in a position to make trouble
for British rule in Egypt.
4. PALESTINE
Very much the same may be said of the situa-
tion in Palestine. There the British occupation
has the function of keeping the peace between
the Jews and the Arabs, and of preventing the
latter from expelling and exterminating the former
before they have grown strong enough to main-
tain themselves. But this is proving a more and
more difficult and thankless task every year, and
it is growing ever more doubtful whether the
Jewish State in Palestine will be able to maintain
itself better than was the Christian State estab-
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